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Sorabjee Adajania passed away, after that Ahmed Mahomed
Kachalia died, some time back P. K. .Naidu, and now Parsi
Rustomjee has departed. There are hardly any Indian workers of
their calibre left in South Africa now. As God is the friend of the
helpless. He will look after the Indians in South Africa. But the
void created by Parsi Rustomjee's death will never be filled.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 30-11-1924

320.   AN OPPOSITIONIST FRIEND
Very often we learn more from a person who opposes us than
from one who shares our views. This depends, however, on our
having the tolerance and patience to listen to and understand
criticism. I have learnt much from my critics because, I believe,
I have these two qualities. I give below1 a letter from a critic:1
I believe this letter has been written sincerely.   The writer
is angry but he has written what he believes.   He has read a
causal connection in what was merely a coincidence-   He has
found all my acitvities blameworthy because he did not get a
reply to a telegram he sent me.   I have all along believed that
I am very regular in answering communications and the   col-
leagues around me are not only not wicked but are engaged in
the pursuit of truth.   Nevertheless, even the most regular  man
cannot answer all the letters and telegrams he receives.   It was
impossible for me to read  all the telegrams I received during
the fast.   It was also not possible for my colleagues to reply to
all of them. It is indeed sad that the correspondent has not under-
obvious fact.   His argument runs as follows: Non-co-
n and business in India is slack, hence the former is
responsible fOTtfte4atter; and sindrtai^thej author of non-co-opera-
tion I am the one who is to be held resJ>exLsible.  I wish to pre-
sent the opposite argument.   People did not iBrpleEnent non-co-
operation in full, they did not wholly accept the religion of the
spinning-wheel, hence India too became a prey to the economic
depression that has affected the world.  The people did not grasp.
the significance of non-co-operation because there are, in Indiv
itiany impatient and impetuous persons like the correspondent
Htece India has to suffer. If they were patient and tried to unier^
non-co-operation and practise it, India would be free today
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